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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide an ink jet recording apparatus 
capable of keeping the reliability even in the case of 
separating the recording head and ink tank. 
CONSTITUTION: The ink jet recording apparatus 
comprises a communication part including an ink 
reservoir 6, an ink chamber 1 1 communicating to the 
recording head 3, and a blank cap 12, one or a plurality 
of communicating holes 9 made to communicate to the 
outside, and an impervious sealing member 21 for 
sealing each communicating holes 9 to be a 
decompressed state and permitting at least one to be 
openable immediately before being mounted on the ink 
jet recording apparatus, and further it comprises a vessel 
to be wrapped by making a space and in a 
decompressed state. 




LEGAL STATUS 

http://wwwl9.ipdl.jpo^ 6/25/2004 



Searching PAJ 



Page 2 of 2 



[Date of request for examination] 19.03.2001 

[Date of sending the examiner's decision of 
rejection] 

[Kind of final disposal of application other than 
the examiner's decision of rejection or 
application converted registration] 

[Date of final disposal for application] 

[Patent number] 3424313 

[Date of registration] 02.05.2003 

[Number of appeal against examiner's 
decision of rejection] 

[Date of requesting appeal against examiner's 
decision of rejection] 
[Date of extinction of right] 

Copyright (C); 1998,2003 Japan Patent Office 



http://wwl9.ipdl.jpo.go.jp^ 6/25/2004 



<19)B#iI#fW (JP) (12) Q H i£p fft & (A) 



#1^7 - 266575 

(43)&IHB ¥^7^(1995)10^170 



(BDIntCl. 6 
B 4 1 J 2/175 
2/01 



F I 



B 4 1 J 3/04 



10 2 Z 
10 1 Z 



«2SI# *II3R M*«CD«5 OL (491) 



(21)fflH#^ 


1$H¥6 -57554 


(71)ffl«A 


000002369 










(ZOOMS 


¥£6*f(1994)3J!28B 




3D^K»f1tKffi»r»2 TI 4S 1 # 






(72)SBiJi# 


&J! 






















(72)?8#£ 


^ 








SiH&SSt6tf**i3TB3#5^ ir-fn 














(72)3BW# 










fi»»18t6TtT;*:fII3TB3«5<§- -fe-fn 














(74)ftSA 













(54) bb9i<d&»] -f>^^x«>hffis^BRtM > >i'^>^t-e«Diei*^ 
(57) mm] 

ism '$m~-y Yt is? t*ftm\sX\,m 
®iiii?L 9 &m&ttm 1 45 ± 5 #jt u < 1 1 1 



2- WhV 
3: ffiWfvjrt-" 

22 9 / 2 / V ^8 



6a 
7 
9 
9o 
21 
22 



1X-L 




-1- 



mt&frLxmaktS'fyi'Vxy h steady 
(t t x m vtm x&m znz e> a a ^ t fc 1- 

v^tt, >fv*Sf!J&, fltfv^WOfcllWHEfl^yK 

fcaai-aaaast* n»fcaa-r5^*p<#fc*bfci 
fl4v^u»fl©aa?Lt, #*©Bsta?L*waE*ii 

he»ttic^-raii:«>(cH!»nriB"c*)5*a«ttto 

'[M&93] -f^v^y hE»£«fcflIV^ 4 is 

tmvt. ^«tiiar5**D<»fcnfcaa?Lfc, m 

E>f tSttE^r^^^*y hBfi»»!:5ia-*-S 

a. Mie»a?L^acTiffE>f v*iB0*WE-j-5ia 

b. -<y^s:fl(riBaa?Ld^b«riB-f ^^^^{cftiieu 

c. 1 1> 1 «^M»«riB"c*5*aftitto»±» 

D. «f|B^v^^y^4raftttoftv^Srt^Aix, BE 

[M*£4] ifECtDOXS*. 0. 0 2-0. 0 
5 MP a (DWmBTXnt>ti^> Z t ZftWlb-TZmt: 

m 3 e«<^ y$9is$ ©»a*»o 

[fl}*«5] WE3ia?LO^*< itlfit, 

r t t -f § is*Ji 3 iE*<o>r yttyz <Dmmjj 
as. 

[00 0 1] 

[S*±©f»Jfl!»iF] *»HJ4/X/i/J:0>fv^i(|fca: 

[0002] 



EftflJSIwiSCfcX^ftifoEftflfSa^SrfTS 
SretHiUr-f v^j«S:«MK-ta 0 >f ^JBWgjSttEft 

tfiBALfca^fcHu ttWflEA^ftfffc*^*^, E& 
[0003] £P>tc:, -f Vi7^^^rto>r^^*s?H** 

9 a*. ^v^t«ffcic*iii!&Lrt>Eft«sa*ds-5rtB 

[0004] fciJztK £<0J5ftWMfc#«+5fc* 

£ £ t SrSS£fc&iti- 5 r t ft v \ 
[0 0 0 5] *^"C|t3ltJ;0>f^«fel6«Krtl!:aAL 

1 5 9 2^«^CE^fe^fnfc 1 b^Oft^^f 3 n'CV^5o 

[0 0 0 6] L*>U r©*»*88«afiW:, <i>9*> 
[0 0 0 7] ZhZMft-fZtcM^ #?Ljffe»*JRilft 

[0008] *fcatrEoJ:5Jcllift^v^fcl-afcat), 

[0 0 0 9] 



-2- 



[0010] >T * ^ t {c^B*Kttfc 9 , 
[0 0 11] *r-c#*W«t^©J:5 4raHA«r»*i- 

[0 0 12] 

£t± u < t h i flaw ^ i** v ywBmm^k 
mt s na ptib-c $> 5 #a«tt©#jt tra a* e>« 

[0 0 13] #J8«©>fy^^y^fl, /X;vi9-fv 

<»fc*ifclfl4v^L«[jRffl<05ia?Li, **©«aa 

&*ijffitt«fcfcSJ;5#JfcU d>*< fcfciflaw:" 

aftttro»ih«W^&«rt*ix, *6icam«rKltT» 
[0014] *»Bfl0W * w ©»JS*ifett, > 
a-*-a^*D<#fcttfc*a?Lt, -Y^*9i>f^^ 

*y MB«SWcita-t-Sita««:*-r6>f ^^^^^ 

a. aaafcacrR^^a^sffit-sxe 

b. >f y^*iga?Ld»6^v^^v^icttjieL3(t*-ra 
xm 



Sr«EEUlf»aSSi-*XS 
a>b*S 

[0 0 1 5] SfcflflBCiD^Xgas, 0. 0 2-0. 

0 5 MP aCIJffRIET'ClTbiiSr ££#®£-f£ 0 
[0 0 16] Sb^aa?L<0^4< ttlflS:, ^c^EE 

[0 0 17] 

«E««"e*»i-5rt^6, v^asfflgMteJiSfc 

1 t> llffiaK^HfcaSP^ftffttB-CO^ oil 

©$M*^»£Lfc#*<>. ^-**aLT»*i;:«ES 

[0018] *fc«jES*Lfc-f y^^^^Srfissttr^a 
xa«aE33s*fiic*5. 

[0019] se,^ #a«ttc>*t.ih«#-e, -yv** 

[0 0 2 0] 

[0 0 2 1] Hi fi#!8WtfW >^ y hK«£«<?!> 

©^ftTOM* «t 9 ft* 7*- A 6 a £IR^ Lfc*f ^ * 
^7f^6Y, 6M, 6CW30©aa(Ci>«SiX"C, -f 

7rto«a*tt^»»(c»wsix5c: art;:**,, 
>r^^#v^ 7icn, *<oa8jc*HBt3gai-saa?L 

0 (0 *irffM» b t^ic fp] miai^ y k 3 ^ffia-f a m 



-3- 



L«»i-s>f v^si 1 ^y^ii i cosmic =fA 
y K3 t^-raaaiBf-cab-stfitfsifliai-sr. 

^1 lf*#£l 2M7t-A6 alcJ:9«HSottli 
fcfcoTv**. ®a?L 9 fcfc l-ottRJS 

TT«4#afttt»#Jh«W2 l-C«6»lff**t?tt»±S 
tvC^T, ttfflil^fcM»L-ca«;?L9 a fcfc* 0 fl 
U *^*«"ettita?L9tt:a»fflR»t-C*5dS, #«B 

U/<-3 0t£^&3 lSrRtt* -<>?*>?%W0tttf 
3itfcu/<-3 0*C#lfi]l;iffilU r<o^iB3lT^ 
#«5*ffi«rfflv^fc«SlcH»-Cf*6. fib, #iktt 
W2 lSrBB#"C*5«*-C*ixtf, *frfc«H0>*ft«:JB 
v^TM»L«<ri>J;v\ BJ»LftvMfe<D3ga?L9fct> 
*a^tt0^ihas«2 2$:Rltrfc5o 
[0 0 2 2] rrT?*tJh8B«-2 lSrM»Ura«?L9 a 
*H»tS31SSrRW-r5 8 4t©MJtSW2 1, 2 2(1 

#a^tt<ofc#>, a^co^y v^^co^^^^s^^ 

»oa«?L9 a*fK*t4S 0 

[0 0 2 3] lEft^y K3t£frfctti^&^£C 

7*1 5£»ftih£r£-<\ lB»^y K3J;9>f 

?>?7 1 ttBUft-e&orjjs^ a 1 7 he^S* 

ftrtlcERSit, a«»*2fl£»*iiftv^1«^^3S:o-C^ 

[0 0 2 4] i£5-CB ( M9F-»S 1, S2tt, ^^^^ 

-A 6 a t Sfftk-r 5 J: 5 >?*>*7 Ort»ffiJCR 
ttMk S 2 tt* -Y^t«»r6tS2#5 

as««*Jfcta-tv« 0 lis 1 t>r 7<nm\z 



>r v>7 *sa*Lftv^ j: 5 1- ^akcoo 9 ^24 asa» 

SJpmEVc c!asW«r**t6, *fcft*©«iS2S:3llt 

[0 0 2 5] 4fclB»^y KSJcBiBTSixa^^^SKet 

FPC (Flexible Print Circui 
t) 1 8tii0ga*Jx8 o -tLTFPCl 8±JJltt>f 

1, s2icsM»snrv^s e 4*3, m-^&m^tLx 

FPC 1 8cO&;b1HC, FFC (Flexible F 

1 a t Cable) IfSrfflV^-CfcAV^ (4V^5 4"C 
t>&l\> SfelCltt<OFPC"Cttft<, 2ftfi*ao$|/& 

[0 0 2 6] RjC*SHS«^^fc^V^^y^<0»Jt 

[0 0 2 7] -f^^^jflilgm fifj&gl 2 C0*S 
^6*5^^^^^^7Sr»Jh«fS»2 1, 2 2^1 

[0028] ^^»*9«Eia-cwu ^^^y^ 

7 0M^ffl£9 6£rjgadFL9$raLT, 0. 04MP 
aHT^WitS. CORfco«jE&l*, 
tf**l*HIS:%«i-at0. 02MPaBT*S*L 

[0 0 2 9] %<D'&, -Y^*«XS"Cita?L9i!)>f 
^SiCOV>r^#MBS6 0-24 5 5 6 0-&4fc#fc:*3^ 
[0 0 3 0] &lC*fMTT*a?L9<D5*>9 a fiJl^S: 

#jt«fl-2 2-e»«ri-* 0 8tE*»ia-c>r v 

^*V^7*0. 02 — 0. 0 5MPa<D«BETfcU 
aft?L9 a im±M$t2 1 "Cl^f 5 0 rco^JET"Cfc 

^«h/f*4v\, WEft&O. 0 2MP a BTFfc-fS fc, 

[0 0 3 1 ] »Jh«*ftMtt+5o rcoX®HH7coJ: 
ttihSSW2 ICO 2 1 a**ftTT?4RJt*U 0. 

02 — 0. 0 5MPaCO^JET-C2 1 b^ih^LTtJ: 

[0 0 3 2] rc0^5iCLT«#t^Hfc-r 7 



-4- 



[0033] m±*mu*mmhi,<nmmc£z>* 

[0 0 3 4] *f±aSW2 1 , 2211 #««tt*>Sttt 

^ <t 5 * y * ^ ywiB^aK yt^7^ y%mm$ffr b 
[0035] ft{c«EfiKxa"en H8©i 5ic>f v 

**1^7i;*^-*2 8*S»2 SfcAftO. 02- 
0. 0 SMPatC^JELfctg, ^(CV-yV^ 2 6 Srf 

[0036] ^y^^y^7 i:^S2 5 CDfffilCfS^fig 2 

9ds*>5 0 :(oSB2 9i:iot, 7 <di& 

©tHMftftfc-r. Sfc'fv**^ 7«r«flM-*tt«*r 

gU#2 lO»ih«p«JE«tfiKHD0. 0 2-0. 0 5 

Lfc#Jt«Bf 2 1,22 <D * < T 

[00 3 7]i9 fc«EE*»-&** lxfc*»««SSr* 

[0 0 3 8] S6fc«axa-e«fi»2 7 PFH*) I- 
»2 7fc<OlB^fco-C««W-*r*faT^ao *<0fc*» 
[0 0 3 9] ft^«EaK«F©Jtse«fc«Ea*ttlBJ!: 

[0 0 4 0] £BRic <fc*xtfS l J; 5 

[0 0 4 1] 
ISl] 



SEER (MP a) 


Sfcft (%) 


0. 0 5 


6 0-70 


0.035 


5 5-65 


0. 0 2 


4 5-60 



[0042] m*<Dmm&\*. mfttt\c»t&<< * 
^8itrv^5a**<o^— fey? 1 — ^"e*L"c&9, * 

[0 0 4 3] »c(c»5i^6S6ttffl*"C^ 
rt<o>f J: 5 *<o 

SI - *. c^-CO. 0 2-0. 0 SMPa^^JET"? 

aS-Cfe«9, e^ld(16^r^^6l¥^-C 1 0-2 

^W2 9lC+»»JRSii-*rfc*-C*So e«f 

[0 04 4]* LTW#rt**>B* f l*£ «t 9 JH&ttXft 

K« «c J; a ttH * f <o H#a 6 2 - 4 51 fffl@& Jffl 
#-et5rtdS*)^ofc (H+h) o *0>«tt^±fi?n 

[0 0 4 5] *M"CI1 *«P^*"C+»4»IWSrK»t 

ic e ftjKoSffifiSSrfirft 5 fc«>, <fc 5 4N2 fit 
[0 0 4 6] r zv4is*<Dia&\z£Z>1b5k\z<>^XVL 

m-s. ^v**v*7fr*2tt5K#i/ta#aEL-r 



-5- 



4mm, 7^*£4rt©£R|«iW0. -3^0. 5mm 

eflw>pj>fc>r y?*>?7 ©as* ua»# 10-si 

0lsIfT4ort)IB<*l4fPl!:j:o-ciKffi*35S7^/^ 4 a 
J: o TEIfctei;:** *fg#* 5 r k t>SM: J: 9 

t^ofco m o*h^rw#«2~4«iBaft**? 
e>jcttattfttt»t*9, a*t*i:7^4aM 

i&tZ>t7<<;v? a a^&iBfl^y K3^Wtr«/ha 

[0 0 4 7] «±RWUfci5lC^^^y^ 7 0S£* 

* fc 7 -f ^ £ 4 fc**fc£ftas«o 1tWr&\zft 5 tnl 

*d$-SSlTt?*ixtfffi«35S-f ir^ic^/i^ 4 a 
*««L*vrfc», Hi 0* gBft^ftftttttiftofc 

[0 0 4 8] 



[0 0 4 9] *fc«EE*Jxfc-f ^^^v^SrfiKittlc:! 

[0 0 5 0] #«ftte<0»Jt««t"C, -O^* 

[005 1] £Jt±fc «£ 9 «»T««ttaSK < /Ml<0>f V 
[HS0«¥ftR91] 

[HI] *»H©^y^i>iy MB«SR«)-Sa(iWSr 
RW-rSfcfto^BKffiOH. 
[0 2] *3SM©^y^^sy bBft8ttfcJfl^5>f 

[B3] *»88©>f^^3:3x hlB»S£R©£KS<E>» 

ma 

[B4] >rv^3i^K*aiaBftRw-f5fc«><Dyiay 

[B5] *&m<D4>*V=yhWH&&<D3Stto<D# 

&0 O 

[B6] *»W©»JiXB*RW-r5 7a-^-K 
[B7] *»H(D»ihS»«cj;5»±tRHi-5«a 

Ho 

[IDS] ttEE3«»SA«rRni-««:»oBrSB. 
IM9] WESKSnfc>f v^^^^tRWi-Sfcft© 
(WB. 

[010] g**&R»IH0Ntt«r^UtBI. 
W#0>RW] 



3 • • 




6 • • 


■ •>f>'*iB*0 


6 a • • 




7 • • 




9 • * 




9 a • • 




2 1 • • 


• • »Jk*w 


22 • • 


• -jmmbw 


2 3 • • 


• -£ffl 


2 5 • • 


• • *« 


2 6 • • 


• • *s— 


2 8 • • 




29 • • 





-6- 



[Hi] 



[0 2] 





-7- 



[0 5] 



[B6] 



31 





6a 




7 




9 




9a 




21 




22 







MOT/) 




ms] 



• 0. 04MPaUTfcWtE 



- 0* 02-0. 05MPalcH£ 



• 0. 02~0. OSMPaEWE 
■*fiBfltt 




-8- 



110] 



ft 

I 



a b c d e 



f g h 
JOB* 



*»*W»Tfi**l3TB3#5* t-fa 



(72) 569!# /Jn* (Si,* 

*H?»W»Ttj*iftl3Tl 3#5-S§- 

fi»»SSH5rfT^fP3TS 3#5# 



-9- 



Publ'nNo.: JP 07-266575 Publ'nDate: 17.10.1995 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] In an ink tank, this ink tank, and the ink jet recording device that has the ink jet type 
recording head which is open for free passage through a free passage member said ink tank Ink 
****, this ink ****, and the free passage section that is open for free passage to said recording 
head, One piece thru/or two or more free passage holes dug so that it might be open for free 
passage with the exterior, and each the hole of said free passage are closed so that it may be in a 
reduced pressure condition. The ink jet recording device characterized by consisting of a 
container which consists of closure members of the non-permeability which can be opened just 
before at least one piece loads said ink jet recording device, prepares space further, and is packed 
in the state of reduced pressure. 

[Claim 2] In the ink tank which loads with an ink droplet the ink jet recording device which 
records on the discharge detail paper, and supplies ink to a recording head from a nozzle this ink 
tank Ink ****, this ink ****, and the free passage section that is open for free passage to a 
recording head in the first half, One piece thru/or two or more free passage holes dug so that it 
might be open for free passage with the exterior, and this each free passage hole are closed so 
that it may be in a reduced pressure condition. The ink tank characterized by consisting of a 
container which consists of closure members of the non-permeability which can be opened just 
before at least one piece loads said ink jet recording device, prepares space further, and is packed 
in the state of reduced pressure. 

[Claim 3] In the manufacture approach of an ink tank of having the free passage section which is 
open for free passage to ink **** used for an ink jet recording device, the free passage hole dug 
so that it might be open for free passage with the exterior, and said ink **** and said ink jet 
recording device A. process C. which supplies and fills up said ink tank with the process B. 
ink which decompresses said ink **** through said free passage hole from said free passage hole 
~ by the closure member of the non-permeability which can open at least one piece It is the 
manufacture approach of the ink tank characterized by at least one in each the hole of said free 
passage consisting of a process which puts in the process D. aforementioned ink tank which seals 
by decompressing in a container without permeability so that ink **** may be in a reduced 
pressure condition, decompresses the inside of this container, and carries out a seal package. 
[Claim 4] The manufacture approach of an ink tank according to claim 3 that said process of C 
and D is characterized by the thing of 0.02-0.05MPa mostly performed by this draft. 
[Claim 5] The manufacture approach of the ink tank according to claim 3 characterized by 
consisting of a process which carries out this stop of the closure member to un-sealing in the 
state of a tacking meal and reduced pressure under atmospheric pressure, and makes seal further 
at least one of said free passage hole in the state of reduced pressure into a container. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[Industrial Application] This invention relates to the ink jet recording device which breathes out 
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an ink droplet and records an alphabetic character etc. in the record paper from a nozzle. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] From a nozzle, an ink droplet is made to breathe out, with the ink 
jet recording device which performs record writing, such as an alphabetic character according to 
recording information, ink is breathed out in the record paper from a detailed nozzle, and an ink 
droplet is formed in it. Formation of an ink droplet carries out volume change of the pressure 
room arranged in the interior of a recording head rapidly by electrostriction vibrator, an electric 
thermal-conversion component, etc., and is performed by generating a discharge pressure. 
Therefore, when air mixes in an ink supply path, a discharge pressure does not occur good but 
record writing becomes impossible. 

[0003] Furthermore, record writing will become impossible, if all the ink in an ink tank is 
consumed and supply is cut off. And air enters in the ink supply path of resulting in a nozzle, and 
the problem of applying a great quantity of time amount and ink by the time record writing is 
attained, even if it newly supplies ink arises. 

[0004] In order to cope with such a problem from the first, before arranging a level detector in an 
ink tank, or arranging a level detector in a part of ink supply path and cutting off supply of ink, 
the configuration which detects an ink end is used. It has prevented that air mixes in a large 
quantity in an ink supply path by that cause at ink and the time. However, it cannot prevent 
thoroughly that air mixes in an ink supply path at the time of extraction and insertion with the ink 
tanks at the time of exchange of an ink tank etc., and a recording head. 
[0005] Then, what was indicated by JP,3-61592,B is known as a proposal for suppressing the 
effect of the air conventionally mixed in the ink supply path in first stage at the time of extraction 
and insertion with an ink tank and a recording head. The ink tank which held the deaerated ink in 
the very high hermetic container of gas barrier property is held in the state of reduced pressure. 
In this conventional example, immediately after opening a hermetic container, the ink in an ink 
tank is deaeration ink, and it is going to remove the effect of the air mixed in the ink supply path 
in this deaeration ink in first stage. 

[0006] However, it is the position difference of an ink tank, a location, connectability, etc., and 
this hermetic container structure does not have a degree of freedom, and is complicated. 
Moreover, with actuation of carriage, ink rocks violently and produces nonconformity in the 
regurgitation property of a recording head. 

[0007] In order to solve this, the ink tank which contained the porosity member is proposed. On 
this ink tank, it has an injected hole for being filled up with ink, and an air hole for being open 
for free passage with atmospheric air so that air may flow corresponding to reduction by the 
activity of ink. 

[0008] Moreover, in order to make it deaeration ink as mentioned above, ink is filled up with a 
reduced pressure condition and an ink tank is made to pack in a container in the state of reduced 
pressure further. 
[0009] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the conventional example, when 
whenever [ reduced pressure ] tends to be more large although it was good when the surface 
tension of ink was comparatively high and it was hard to foam, whenever [ deaeration ] tends to 
be maintained and it is going to raise dependability, or in the surface tension of ink is low and 
being easy to foam, ink leakage-comes to be easy from an injected hole. Moreover, if vacuum 
packaging is carried out after adding the impact of being as drop ****, since ink will leak by 
slight reduced pressure, workability is bad. If there is furthermore a temperature change, ink will 
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leak by expansion of the gas in ink. In order to prevent the leakage of ink, when the fill of ink is 
reduced and a charging efficiency is dropped, there is a problem that an ink tank becomes large. 
[0010] Moreover, even if it prepares space into an ink tank, or devises the configuration of a lid 
and copes with leakage, under hot environments, the gas in ink expands and leaks and preventing 
this thoroughly has the problem that an ink tank becomes large, in a difficult top. 
[001 1] Then, the place which this invention solves such a trouble and is made into the object has 
dependability in offering a small high ink jet recording device. 
[0012] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] In the ink jet recording device which the ink jet recording 
device of this invention supplies ink through a free passage member from an ink tank, and 
records an ink droplet on the discharge detail paper from a nozzle The free passage section which 
an ink tank opens for free passage to ink ****, ink ****, and a recording head, One piece thru/or 
two or more free passage holes dug so that it might be open for free passage with the exterior, 
and this each free passage hole are closed so that it may be in a reduced pressure condition. It is 
characterized by consisting of a container which consists of closure members of the non- 
permeability which can be opened just before at least one piece loads an ink jet recording device, 
prepares space further, and is packed in the state of reduced pressure. 
[001 3] In the ink tank which the ink tank of this invention loads with an ink droplet from a 
nozzle the ink jet recording device which records on the discharge detail paper, and supplies ink 
to a recording head The free passage section which an ink tank opens for free passage to ink 
***♦, ink****, and a recording head, One piece thru/or two or more free passage holes dug so 
that it might be open for free passage with the exterior, and this each free passage hole are closed 
so that it may be in a reduced pressure condition. It is characterized by consisting of a container 
which consists of closure members of the non-permeability which can be opened just before at 
least one piece loads an ink jet recording device, prepares space further, and is packed in the 
state of reduced pressure. 

[0014] Ink **** which uses the manufacture approach of the ink tank of this invention for an ink 
jet recording device, In the manufacture approach of an ink tank of having the free passage 
section which is open for free passage to the free passage hole dug so that it might be open for 
free passage with the exterior, and ink **** and an ink jet recording device A. - process C. 
which supplies and fills up an ink tank with the process B. ink which decompresses this ink **** 
through a free passage hole from a free passage hole - by the closure member of the non- 
permeability which can open at least one piece It is characterized by consisting of a process 
which at least one piece puts in the process D. ink tank which seals by decompressing so that ink 
**** may be in a reduced pressure condition in a container without permeability, decompresses 
the inside of a container, and carries out a seal package among each free passage holes. 
[0015] Moreover, said process of C and D is characterized by the thing of 0.02-0.05MPa mostly 
performed by this draft. 

[0016] It is characterized by consisting of a process which carries out this stop of the closure 
member to un-sealing in the state of a tacking meal and reduced pressure under atmospheric 
pressure, and furthermore makes seal at least one of a free passage hole in the state of reduced 
pressure into a container. 
[0017] 

[Function] Since an ink tank is sealed in the state of reduced pressure, while ink is re-deaerated 
according to the above-mentioned configuration of this invention, the leakage of the ink in the 
time of vacuum packaging and transport or a state of preservation is lost. Moreover, since 
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vacuum packaging of the space was prepared and carried out between the ink tank and the 
hermetic container, from the interior of an ink tank, the gas which occurred in disassembly of ink 
is also gradually absorbed in vacuum packaging through a case, and, thereby, is deaerated by the 
very reliable condition in early stages of the activity of an ink tank. Nonconformity with the air 
which this mixes in an ink supply way at the time of exchange of an ink tank is canceled. 
[0018] Moreover, since it can inspect visually before packing the decompressed ink tank, 
inspection between processes, such as ink leakage and deformation of a case, becomes easy. 
[0019] Furthermore, the ink evaporation at the time of a real activity can be suppressed by 
covering the top face of the ink tank 7 by the closure member of non-permeability to the 
minimum. 
[0020] 

[Example] One example of this invention is explained based on a drawing below. 
[0021] Drawing 1 is a main sectional view for explaining one example of the ink jet recording 
apparatus of this invention, and drawing 2 is the decomposition perspective view of the body of 
the ink tank used for the ink jet recording apparatus of this invention. Drawing 3 shows the 
perspective view of the body. Moreover, drawing 4 is a block diagram for explaining ink and a 
detector. A platen 1 is approached and the recording head 3 is formed in the carriage 2 which 
reciprocates a guide shaft 2a top in the direction of arrow-head B along with the platen 1 which 
is a recording paper conveyance means to rotate in the direction of arrow-head A in order to 
convey the recording paper in one. The ink tank 7 which held form 6a which there is ink **** 6 
and becomes the interior from porosity members, such as polyurethane foam, is formed above 
the recording head 3. In this example, the ink tank 7 is divided into three chambers, 6Y, 6M, and 
6C, and three ink **** 6 are formed. These chambers of each are filled up with yellow, 
cyanogen, and the color ink of a Magenta. However, if the class and number of ink change on a 
design, the number of chambers in the ink tank 7 will be divided into a required number. The 
exterior and the free passage hole 9 open for free passage are formed in the lid 8, and the base- 
like projection 10 which aims at adhesion with form 6a is formed in the base at the ink tank 7. 
There is the free passage section which turns caudad from the core of this projection 10, and is 
open for free passage to a recording head 3. The free passage section is formed in the edge of the 
ink room 1 1 which carries out ejection maintenance of the ink in form 6a, and the ink room 1 1 
by the plug 12 which consists of elastic members, such as rubber. And by inserting in this plug 
12 the hollow needle 5 which are a recording head 3 and a free passage member open for free 
passage through the filter room 4, it is constituted so that the ink which sank in into the ink tank 
7 may be supplied to a recording head 3. In addition, the ink room 1 1 is in the condition of a 
sealing room by the plug 12 and form 6a. Moreover, it is closed till just before an activity by the 
closure member 21 of the non-permeability which at least one can open of the free passage hole 
9, opens just before an activity, and is set to air hole 9a. However, although two or more free 
passage holes 9 are formed in this example, it is satisfactory for acquiring desired effectiveness 
at least each one chamber in any way. If the approach of pulling, removing and opening the edge 
using the closure member 21 long enough like drawing 2 is used in order to open, it can open 
easily. Furthermore, if the edge is joined into a container 25, when taking out from a container 
25, it is surely opened, and there are also no problems, such as an opening failure of a user, and it 
can open certainly. Moreover, projection 31 is formed in the lever 30 for attaching an ink tank 
like drawing 5 , and when attaching an ink tank, even if it uses the approach of breaking through 
a lever 30 by the derrick down and this projection 31 in the direction of C, it can open easily. 
However, if it is the configuration that the closure member 21 can be opened, it is not necessary 
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to open using the instrument of dedication especially. The closure member 22 of non- 
permeability is formed in other free passage holes 9 which are not opened. 
[0022] The reason for opening the closure member 21 here and opening air hole 9a is explained. 
The inside of an ink tank becomes negative pressure gradually as all the closure members 21 and 
22 use a printer, since there are few air contents filled up in an ink tank to the ink consumption 
speed of the usual printer activity because of non-permeability. If this negative pressure exceeds 
constant value (i.e., if the negative pressure exceeding the capillary tube force of the meniscus of 
the ink formed in the nozzle of a head occurs in an ink tank), it will destroy and a meniscus will 
become the poor regurgitation of an ink droplet. Therefore, air hole 9a for filling up air 
corresponding to consumption of ink is needed. 

[0023] Moreover, when the poor regurgitation arises in a recording head 3, ink should be 
attracted from a recording head 3 in operating a suction pump 15 through cap 13 and piping 14. 
Thereby, recovery action of the poor regurgitation is performed. The attracted ink is sent to 
waste ink ** 17 through piping 16. In this invention, waste ink ** 17 and the ink tank 7 are 
another objects, and waste ink ** 17 is arranged in the body of a recording device, and has the 
composition of usually not being exchanged. 

[0024] By the way, the signs SI and S2 in drawing are ink and an electrode for detection, the 
electrode SI of one of these was formed in the internal surface of the ink tank 7 so that form 6a 
might be contacted, and the hollow needle 5 with which the electrode S2 of another side contacts 
ink serves as the electrode. O ring 24 made of rubber makes it have bit so that ink may not leak 
between an electrode S 1 and the ink tank 7. And as shown in drawing 4 , the seal of approval of 
the reference voltage Vcc is carried out to an electrode SI. Moreover, the hollow needle 5 which 
serves as the electrode S2 of another side is grounded. Furthermore, the resistance variation 
detector which consists of a differential circuit 19 and a comparison circuit 20 has connected 
with the electrode SI of the side to which the seal of approval of the reference voltage Vcc is 
carried out. And when fixed level with resistance variation is exceeded, it is constituted so that 
an output signal may be generated. 

[0025] Moreover, the record command signal for expulsion of an ink droplet by which a seal of 
approval is carried out to a recording head 3 is transmitted by FPC (Flexible Print Circuit) 1 8 
which is a flexible signal means of communication. And on FPC 18, ink and the signal line for 
detection are wired in one, and it connects with electrodes SI and S2. In addition, the thing of 
FPC 18 for which FFC (Flexible Flat Cable) etc. may be used for replacing cannot be 
overemphasized as a signal means of communication. It cannot be overemphasized that you may 
be the configuration of the two-sheet pile instead of FPC of one more sheet. 
[0026] Next, the flow chart of drawing 6 explains the manufacture approach of the ink tank used 
for this example. 

[0027] Like an ink tank erector, it leaves the closure members 21 and 22 and the ink tank 7 
which consists of a configuration of above-mentioned drawing 2 is assembled. 
[0028] At an ink ****** reduced pressure process, it lets the free passage hole 9 pass, and ink 
****** 6 of the ink tank 7 is decompressed to 0.04 or less MPas. Whenever [ reduced pressure / 
at this time ] has 0.02 or less desirable MPas, when the amount of restoration ink and an injection 
time are taken into consideration. 

[0029] Then, ink is filled up with an ink restoration process from the free passage hole 9. At this 
time, ink is decompressed and turns into deaeration ink. An ink packing effect is a very high 
approach as how to fill up ink with this reduced pressure condition into a porosity member is 
indicated and explained in JP,60-245560,A. 
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[0030] Next, ** is carried out except 9a by the closure member 22 among the free passage holes 
9 under atmospheric pressure. Then, the ink tank 7 is made into the bottom of reduced pressure 
of 0.02-0. 05MPa at a reduced pressure seal process, and ** is carried out for air hole 9a by the 
closure member 21. If it is under this reduced pressure, ink will be re-deaerated enough and there 
will be no ink leakage from air hole 9a. If whenever [ reduced pressure ] is set to 0.02 or less 
MPas, ink leakage will occur by few impacts after the ink leakage at the time of reduced 
pressure, or the above-mentioned seal, the position difference, environmental temperature 
change, etc. 

[0031] After [ closure ] atmospheric-air disconnection is carried out. Like drawing 7 , this 
process may carry out 21b stop of the 21a of the closure member 21 under a tacking meal and 
reduced pressure of 0.02-0.05MPa under atmospheric air, and is easy this gentleman on 
equipment. 

[0032] Thus, the ink of the sealed ink tank 7 is re-deaerated while homogeneity is filled up with 
the atmospheric-air disconnection and re-reduced pressure after restoration at form 6a of a 
porosity member. 

[0033] Although the approach by joining or the binder etc. can be used for the closure approach, 
the joining is more desirable in order to prevent the leakage of ink. When using adhesives, it is 
necessary to satisfy the adhesive strength for preventing leakage, detachability, and the property 
of not being committed by ink. 

[0034] It is the member of non-permeability, and the closure members 21 and 22 make a subject 
polyethylene terephthalate resin or an aluminum laminate film, and are joining or a laminated 
film which consists of polystyrene resin, polyolefine system resin, etc. so that it may be easy to 
paste up. 

[0035] Next, in a reduced pressure packaging process, after putting the ink tank 7 and a spacer 
28 into a container 25 like drawing 8 and decompressing to 0.02-0.05MPa, the seal of the seal 
section 26 is carried out thoroughly, and a seal package is carried out. Atmospheric-air 
disconnection is carried out after that. 

[0036] Space 29 is between the ink tank 7 and a container 25. Even if ink decomposes during 
transport of the ink tank 7 and preservation and gas, such as nitrogen and oxygen, occurs, it is 
gradually deaerated through a case wall by this space 29. If the member to which air is 
penetrated like a corrugated fiberboard or urethane foam to a spacer 28, and space exists in the 
interior is used, even if a container 25 sticks, the space in a member will play the role of space 
29. Moreover, a role of shock absorbing material which protects the ink tank 7 is also played. 
Whenever [ reduced pressure / at the time of vacuum packaging ] is the almost same 0.02- 
O.OSMPa as whenever [ reduced pressure ] at the time of closure of said closure member 21. 
Pressure balancing in an ink tank and a hermetic container is maintained by this, and even if the 
bonding strength of joining or the closure members 21 and 22 which were pasted up is small on 
the ink tank 7, it does not separate. 

[0037] The hermetic container by which the reduced pressure seal package was carried out is 
shown in drawing 9 . A container 25 is the package bag made from the very high aluminum 
laminate film of gas barrier property. 

[0038] Furthermore, it is contained by the container 27 (un-illustrating) at a packing process. 
This condition was [ the seal section 26 of a container 25 ] of use in the container 27, and it 
serves as shock absorbing material. Therefore, it is not necessary to use a special buffer member. 
[0039] Next, the relation between the degree of vacuum at the time of vacuum packaging and the 
nitrogen volume after the retention period in a vacuum-packaging condition is explained. What is 
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necessary is just to be able to control nitrogen volume, since nitrogen volume is the largest 
although gases other than nitrogen also exist in atmospheric air. 

[0040] According to the experiment, by controlling whenever [ reduced pressure / at the time of 
a seal seal ] to be shown in a table 1 5 whenever [ deaeration / of the ink in the ink tank 7 
immediately after opening a package ] is controllable. 
[0041] 
[A table 1] 



[0042] The percentage of nitrogen volume which has melted into the ink to a saturation value 
had shown the nitrogen volume in a table, and, in the case of the ink used for this example, the 
saturation value was about 10-11 ppm. 

[0043] Next, based on experimental data, drawing 10 explains how whenever [ in the ink tank 
from the time of manufacture to a real activity / ink deaeration ] changes to the nitrogen volume 
in ink. The ink deaerated at the a event after ink restoration reaches a saturation state by being 
left in an ambient condition at the b event of about three days after. If the ink tank 7 is sealed by 
the closure member 21 of non-permeability under reduced pressure of 0.02-0.05MPa at the c 
event, it will deaerate, nitrogen and oxygen of the dissolution in ink will be further absorbed by 
the space 23 of the ink tank 7, and ink will become by whenever [ deaeration / at the d event ]. 
Since ink decomposes and gas, such as nitrogen in an ink component, occurs after that, whenever 
[ deaeration ] falls. Although the period of d event is based also on a circumference environment, 
it is about one day and increases 10 to 20% at the e event over one year from six months. If 
vacuum packaging is carried out at the e event, whenever [ ink deaeration / of the ink tank 7 ] 
will improve gradually through the case of the ink tank 7 etc. Space 29 can be made to also 
absorb enough the gas from the ink generated during a long period of time. The period of e event 
to f event is a retention period in a package condition, and assumed two years in the experiment. 
[0044] And nitrogen volume rises one by one from the event among [ after opening / f ] drawing. 
The nitrogen volume in ink will reach the abbreviation saturation state in [ g ] drawing after 
opening in about three days. However, according to the experiment, it turned out that the 
effectiveness by deaeration is expectable about two to four weeks after opening in [ f ] drawing 
(inside h of drawing). It will be in a perfect saturation state after that, and the effectiveness of 
deaeration of the ink for which it asks by this invention is lost. 

[0045] Although each event established sufficient period and was performed in this experiment, 
in order to carry out closure at the c event under reduced pressure within several hours after the 
ink restoration at the a event and to perform vacuum packaging at the e event to a pan within one 
day in a real production process, it is N2 like a graphic display. A value change is not seen, but 
vacuum packaging is carried out where whenever [ deaeration ] is maintained enough. 
[0046] Here explains the effectiveness by deaeration of ink. In case the ink tank 7 is taken out 
and inserted to the hollow needle 5, the amount of the air mixed from the hollow needle 5 is very 



Publ'nNo.: JP 07-266575 Publ'nDate: 17.10.1995 

7 

SSL-DOCS 1 1 472422v 1 



Publ'nNo.: JP 07-266575 Publ'nDate: 17.10.1995 



usually a minute amount. In the check by experiment, when the ink inflow aperture of the hollow 
needle 5 was a diameter of about 0.8mm, even if there were many amounts of the air to mix, they 
were below 0.4 cube mm extent for a meniscus. The air mixed once flows toward a recording 
head 3, and a trap is reached and carried out to filter 4a in the filter room 4 (un-illustrating). 
Since this air by which the trap was carried out has the very detailed eye granularity of filter 4a, 
filter 4a is not passed easily. When the diameter of filter 4a was [ the space width of face in 4mm 
and the filter room 4 ] about 0.3-0.5mm according to the experiment, even if the count of 
extraction and insertion of the ink tank 7 carried out 10 - ten numbers, this air did not pass filter 
4a by record actuation. In case deaeration ink can be clearly supplied to a recording head 3 
during the period to the inside g of drawing 10 if it is mixing of air of this level, and this takes 
out and inserts the ink tank 7 to the hollow needle 5, the air mixed from the hollow needle 5 
melts into ink, and does not pose a problem. However, when left removing the ink tank 7 from 
the hollow needle 5 in a real activity, it is fully possible. In this case, air mixes in a large 
quantity. The air mixed when air mixed in the large quantity will close filter 4a, and will bar 
passage of ink. A recording head 3 becomes the poor regurgitation as the result. In this case, 
although the suction pump 15 was operated and recovery action of the poor regurgitation was 
performed, the experiment also showed that a big difference was in recoverability by whenever [ 
deaeration / of ink ]. If it is ink by about two - four weeks after opening shown in [ h ] drawing 
10 , there will be no nonconformity in carrying out attraction clearance of the air in the filter 
room 4 with a suction pump 15 in any way. However, when it passed over this period, and it 
changed into the supersaturation condition further and filter 4a was passed with air, as for the air 
content in ink, it was checked full saturation and that apply to a recording head 3 from filter 4a, 
and minute air bubbles are generated. It will become the poor regurgitation when these minute 
air bubbles are in the pressure room of a recording head 3. 

[0047] To the air mixed at the time of exchange of the ink tank 7 as explained above, 
nonconformity which becomes poor [ the regurgitation ] according to the effectiveness of 
deaeration of ink can be abolished. Moreover, also in the recovery action performed when air 
collects so much in the filter room 4, recovery action can be ended good according to the 
effectiveness of deaeration of ink. If the air content in the filter room 4 is below fixed, in order 
that air may not pass filter 4a with ink, even if it is ink used as the saturation state after among [ 
g ] drawing 10 , there is no nonconformity in any way at the time of recovery action. 
[0048] 

[Effect of the Invention] Since an ink tank is sealed in the state of reduced pressure, while ink is 
re-deaerated according to this invention, the leakage of the ink in the time of vacuum packaging 
and transport or a state of preservation is lost. Moreover, since vacuum packaging of the space 
was prepared and carried out between the ink tank and the hermetic container, the gas which 
occurred in disassembly of ink from the interior of an ink tank is also gradually absorbed in 
vacuum packaging through a case, and can supply the ink deaerated by the very reliable 
condition in early stages of the activity of an ink tank by that cause to a recording device. 
Nonconformity with the air which this mixes in an ink supply way at the time of exchange of an 
ink tank is canceled. 

[0049] Moreover, since it can inspect visually before packing the decompressed ink tank, 
inspection between processes, such as ink leakage and deformation of a case, becomes easy, 
[0050] Furthermore, it is effective in suppressing the ink evaporation at the time of a real activity 
to the minimum by covering the top face of the ink tank 7 by the closure member of non- 
permeability. 
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[0051] An ink jet recording device with it can be offered by the above. [ it is reliable and very, 
small ] 



TECHNICAL FIELD 



[Industrial Application] This invention relates to the ink jet recording device which breathes out 
an ink droplet and records an alphabetic character etc. in the record paper from a nozzle. 
[0002] 



PRIOR ART 



[Description of the Prior Art] From a nozzle, an ink droplet is made to breathe out, with the ink 
jet recording device which performs record writing, such as an alphabetic character according to 
recording information, ink is breathed out in the record paper from a detailed nozzle, and an ink 
droplet is formed in it. Formation of an ink droplet carries out volume change of the pressure 
room arranged in the interior of a recording head rapidly by electrostriction vibrator, an electric 
thermal-conversion component, etc., and is performed by generating a discharge pressure. 
Therefore, when air mixes in an ink supply path, a discharge pressure does not occur good but 
record writing becomes impossible. 

[0003] Furthermore, record writing will become impossible, if all the ink in an ink tank is 
consumed and supply is cut off And air enters in the ink supply path of resulting in a nozzle, and 
the problem of applying a great quantity of time amount and ink by the time record writing is 
attained, even if it newly supplies ink arises. 

[0004] In order to cope with such a problem from the first, before arranging a level detector in an 
ink tank, or arranging a level detector in a part of ink supply path and cutting off supply of ink, 
the configuration which detects an ink end is used. It has prevented that air mixes in a large 
quantity in an ink supply path by that cause at ink and the time. However, it cannot prevent 
thoroughly that air mixes in an ink supply path at the time of extraction and insertion with the ink 
tanks at the time of exchange of an ink tank etc., and a recording head. 
[0005] Then, what was indicated by JP,3-61592,B is known as a proposal for suppressing the 
effect of the air conventionally mixed in the ink supply path in first stage at the time of extraction 
and insertion with an ink tank and a recording head. The ink tank which held the deaerated ink in 
the very high hermetic container of gas barrier property is held in the state of reduced pressure. 
In this conventional example, immediately after opening a hermetic container, the ink in an ink 
tank is deaeration ink, and it is going to remove the effect of the air mixed in the ink supply path 
in this deaeration ink in first stage. 

[0006] However, it is the position difference of an ink tank, a location, connectability, etc., and 
this hermetic container structure does not have a degree of freedom, and is complicated. 
Moreover, with actuation of carriage, ink rocks violently and produces nonconformity in the 
regurgitation property of a recording head. 

[0007] In order to solve this, the ink tank which contained the porosity member is proposed. On 
this ink tank, it has an injected hole for being filled up with ink, and an air hole for being open 
for free passage with atmospheric air so that air may flow corresponding to reduction by the 
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activity of ink. 

[0008] Moreover, in order to make it deaeration ink as mentioned above, ink is filled up with a 
reduced pressure condition and an ink tank is made to pack in a container in the state of reduced 
pressure further. 



EFFECT OF THE INVENTION 



[Effect of the Invention] Since an ink tank is sealed in the state of reduced pressure, while ink is 
re-deaerated according to this invention, the leakage of the ink in the time of vacuum packaging 
and transport or a state of preservation is lost. Moreover, since vacuum packaging of the space 
was prepared and carried out between the ink tank and the hermetic container, the gas which 
occurred in disassembly of ink from the interior of an ink tank is also gradually absorbed in 
vacuum packaging through a case, and can supply the ink deaerated by the very reliable 
condition in early stages of the activity of an ink tank by that cause to a recording device. 
Nonconformity with the air which this mixes in an ink supply way at the time of exchange of an 
ink tank is canceled. 

[0049] Moreover, since it can inspect visually before packing the decompressed ink tank, 
inspection between processes, such as ink leakage and deformation of a case, becomes easy. 
[0050] Furthermore, it is effective in suppressing the ink evaporation at the time of a real activity 
to the minimum by covering the top face of the ink tank 7 by the closure member of non- 
permeability. 

[005 1] An ink jet recording device with it can be offered by the above. [ it is reliable and very, 
small ] 



TECHNICAL PROBLEM 



[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] However, in the conventional example, when 
whenever [ reduced pressure ] tends to be more large although it was good when the surface 
tension of ink was comparatively high and it was hard to foam, whenever [ deaeration ] tends to 
be maintained and it is going to raise dependability, or in the surface tension of ink is low and 
being easy to foam, ink leakage-comes to be easy from an injected hole. Moreover, if vacuum 
packaging is carried out after adding the impact of being as drop ****, since ink will leak by 
slight reduced pressure, workability is bad. If there is furthermore a temperature change, ink will 
leak by expansion of the gas in ink. In order to prevent the leakage of ink, when the fill of ink is 
reduced and a charging efficiency is dropped, there is a problem that an ink tank becomes large. 
[0010] Moreover, even if it prepares space into an ink tank, or devises the configuration of a lid 
and copes with leakage, under hot environments, the gas in ink expands and leaks and preventing 
this thoroughly has the problem that an ink tank becomes large, in a difficult top. 
[001 1] Then, the place which this invention solves such a trouble and is made into the object has 
dependability in offering a small high ink jet recording device. 
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MEANS 



[Means for Solving the Problem] In the ink jet recording device which the ink jet recording 
device of this invention supplies ink through a free passage member from an ink tank, and 
records an ink droplet on the discharge detail paper from a nozzle The free passage section which 
an ink tank opens for free passage to ink ****, ink ****, and a recording head, One piece thru/or 
two or more free passage holes dug so that it might be open for free passage with the exterior, 
and this each free passage hole are closed so that it may be in a reduced pressure condition. It is 
characterized by consisting of a container which consists of closure members of the non- 
permeability which can be opened just before at least one piece loads an ink jet recording device, 
prepares space further, and is packed in the state of reduced pressure. 
[0013] In the ink tank which the ink tank of this invention loads with an ink droplet from a 
nozzle the ink jet recording device which records on the discharge detail paper, and supplies ink 
to a recording head The free passage section which an ink tank opens for free passage to ink 
****,ink****, and a recording head, One piece thru/or two or more free passage holes dug so 
that it might be open for free passage with the exterior, and this each free passage hole are closed 
so that it may be in a reduced pressure condition. It is characterized by consisting of a container 
which consists of closure members of the non-permeability which can be opened just before at 
least one piece loads an ink jet recording device, prepares space further, and is packed in the 
state of reduced pressure. 

[0014] Ink **** which uses the manufacture approach of the ink tank of this invention for an ink 
jet recording device, In the manufacture approach of an ink tank of having the free passage 
section which is open for free passage to the free passage hole dug so that it might be open for 
free passage with the exterior, and ink **** and an ink jet recording device A. ~ process C. 
which supplies and fills up an ink tank with the process B. ink which decompresses this ink **** 
through a free passage hole from a free passage hole - by the closure member of the non- 
permeability which can open at least one piece It is characterized by consisting of a process 
which at least one piece puts in the process D. ink tank which seals by decompressing so that ink 
**** may be in a reduced pressure condition in a container without permeability, decompresses 
the inside of a container, and carries out a seal package among each free passage holes. 
[0015] Moreover, said process of C and D is characterized by the thing of 0.02-0.05MPa mostly 
performed by this draft. 

[0016] It is characterized by consisting of a process which carries out this stop of the closure 
member to un-sealing in the state of a tacking meal and reduced pressure under atmospheric 
pressure, and furthermore makes seal at least one of a free passage hole in the state of reduced 
pressure into a container. 



OPERATION 



[Function] Since an ink tank is sealed in the state of reduced pressure, while ink is re-deaerated 
according to the above-mentioned configuration of this invention, the leakage of the ink in the 
time of vacuum packaging and transport or a state of preservation is lost. Moreover, since 
vacuum packaging of the space was prepared and carried out between the ink tank and the 
hermetic container, from the interior of an ink tank, the gas which occurred in disassembly of ink 
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is also gradually absorbed in vacuum packaging through a case, and, thereby, is deaerated by the 
very reliable condition in early stages of the activity of an ink tank. Nonconformity with the air 
which this mixes in an ink supply way at the time of exchange of an ink tank is canceled. 
[0018] Moreover, since it can inspect visually before packing the decompressed ink tank, 
inspection between processes, such as ink leakage and deformation of a case, becomes easy. 
[0019] Furthermore, the ink evaporation at the time of a real activity can be suppressed by 
covering the top face of the ink tank 7 by the closure member of non-permeability to the 
minimum. 



EXAMPLE 



[Example] One example of this invention is explained based on a drawing below. 
[0021] Drawing 1 is a main sectional view for explaining one example of the ink jet recording 
apparatus of this invention, and drawing 2 is the decomposition perspective view of the body of 
the ink tank used for the ink jet recording apparatus of this invention. Drawing 3 shows the 
perspective view of the body. Moreover, drawing 4 is a block diagram for explaining ink and a 
detector. A platen 1 is approached and the recording head 3 is formed in the carriage 2 which 
reciprocates a guide shaft 2a top in the direction of arrow-head B along with the platen 1 which 
is a recording paper conveyance means to rotate in the direction of arrow-head A in order to 
convey the recording paper in one. The ink tank 7 which held form 6a which there is ink **** 6 
and becomes the interior from porosity members, such as polyurethane foam, is formed above 
the recording head 3. In this example, the ink tank 7 is divided into three chambers, 6Y, 6M, and 
6C, and three ink **** 6 are formed. These chambers of each are filled up with yellow, 
cyanogen, and the color ink of a Magenta. However, if the class and number of ink change on a 
design, the number of chambers in the ink tank 7 will be divided into a required number. The 
exterior and the free passage hole 9 open for free passage are formed in the lid 8, and the base- 
like projection 10 which aims at adhesion with form 6a is formed in the base at the ink tank 7. 
There is the free passage section which turns caudad from the core of this projection 10, and is 
open for free passage to a recording head 3. The free passage section is formed in the edge of the 
ink room 1 1 which carries out ejection maintenance of the ink in form 6a, and the ink room 1 1 
by the plug 12 which consists of elastic members, such as rubber. And by inserting in this plug 
12 the hollow needle 5 which are a recording head 3 and a free passage member open for free 
passage through the filter room 4, it is constituted so that the ink which sank in into the ink tank 
7 may be supplied to a recording head 3. In addition, the ink room 1 1 is in the condition of a 
sealing room by the plug 12 and form 6a. Moreover, it is closed till just before an activity by the 
closure member 21 of the non-permeability which at least one can open of the free passage hole 
9, opens just before an activity, and is set to air hole 9a. However, although two or more free 
passage holes 9 are formed in this example, it is satisfactory for acquiring desired effectiveness 
at least each one chamber in any way. If the approach of pulling, removing and opening the edge 
using the closure member 21 long enough like drawing 2 is used in order to open, it can open 
easily. Furthermore, if the edge is joined into a container 25, when taking out from a container 
25, it is surely opened, and there are also no problems, such as an opening failure of a user, and it 
can open certainly. Moreover, projection 31 is formed in the lever 30 for attaching an ink tank 
like drawing 5 , and when attaching an ink tank, even if it uses the approach of breaking through 
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a lever 30 by the derrick down and this projection 31 in the direction of C, it can open easily. 
However, if it is the configuration that the closure member 21 can be opened, it is not necessary 
to open using the instrument of dedication especially. The closure member 22 of non- 
permeability is formed in other free passage holes 9 which are not opened. 
[0022] The reason for opening the closure member 21 here and opening air hole 9a is explained. 
The inside of an ink tank becomes negative pressure gradually as all the closure members 21 and 
22 use a printer, since there are few air contents filled up in an ink tank to the ink consumption 
speed of the usual printer activity because of non-permeability. If this negative pressure exceeds 
constant value (i.e., if the negative pressure exceeding the capillary tube force of the meniscus of 
the ink formed in the nozzle of a head occurs in an ink tank), it will destroy and a meniscus will 
become the poor regurgitation of an ink droplet. Therefore, air hole 9a for filling up air 
corresponding to consumption of ink is needed. 

[0023] Moreover, when the poor regurgitation arises in a recording head 3, ink should be 
attracted from a recording head 3 in operating a suction pump 15 through cap 13 and piping 14. 
Thereby, recovery action of the poor regurgitation is performed. The attracted ink is sent to 
waste ink ** 17 through piping 16. In this invention, waste ink ** 17 and the ink tank 7 are 
another objects, and waste ink ** 17 is arranged in the body of a recording device, and has the 
composition of usually not being exchanged. 

[0024] By the way, the signs S 1 and S2 in drawing are ink and an electrode for detection, the 
electrode SI of one of these was formed in the internal surface of the ink tank 7 so that form 6a 
might be contacted, and the hollow needle 5 with which the electrode S2 of another side contacts 
ink serves as the electrode. O ring 24 made of rubber makes it have bit so that ink may not leak 
between an electrode SI and the ink tank 7. And as shown in drawing 4 , the seal of approval of 
the reference voltage Vcc is carried out to an electrode SI. Moreover, the hollow needle 5 which 
serves as the electrode S2 of another side is grounded. Furthermore, the resistance variation 
detector which consists of a differential circuit 19 and a comparison circuit 20 has connected 
with the electrode SI of the side to which the seal of approval of the reference voltage Vcc is 
carried out. And when fixed level with resistance variation is exceeded, it is constituted so that 
an output signal may be generated. 

[0025] Moreover, the record command signal for expulsion of an ink droplet by which a seal of 
approval is carried out to a recording head 3 is transmitted by FPC (Flexible Print Circuit) 18 
which is a flexible signal means of communication. And on FPC 18, ink and the signal line for 
detection are wired in one, and it connects with electrodes SI and S2. In addition, the thing of 
FPC 18 for which FFC (Flexible Flat Cable) etc. may be used for replacing cannot be 
overemphasized as a signal means of communication. It cannot be overemphasized that you may 
be the configuration of the two-sheet pile instead of FPC of one more sheet. 
[0026] Next, the flow chart of drawing 6 explains the manufacture approach of the ink tank used 
for this example. 

[0027] Like an ink tank erector, it leaves the closure members 21 and 22 and the ink tank 7 
which consists of a configuration of above-mentioned drawing 2 is assembled. 
[0028] At an ink ****** reduced pressure process, it lets the free passage hole 9 pass, and ink 
****** 6 of the ink tank 7 is decompressed to 0.04 or less MPas. Whenever [ reduced pressure / 
at this time ] has 0.02 or less desirable MPas, when the amount of restoration ink and an injection 
time are taken into consideration. 

[0029] Then, ink is filled up with an ink restoration process from the free passage hole 9. At this 
time, ink is decompressed and turns into deaeration ink. An ink packing effect is a very high 
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approach as how to fill up ink with this reduced pressure condition into a porosity member is 
indicated and explained in JP,60-245560,A. 

[0030] Next, ** is carried out except 9a by the closure member 22 among the free passage holes 
9 under atmospheric pressure. Then, the ink tank 7 is made into the bottom of reduced pressure 
of 0.02-0.05MPa at a reduced pressure seal process, and ** is carried out for air hole 9a by the 
closure member 21 . If it is under this reduced pressure, ink will be re-deaerated enough and there 
will be no ink leakage from air hole 9a. If whenever [ reduced pressure ] is set to 0.02 or less 
MPas, ink leakage will occur by few impacts after the ink leakage at the time of reduced 
pressure, or the above-mentioned seal, the position difference, environmental temperature 
change, etc. 

[0031] After [ closure ] atmospheric-air disconnection is carried out. Like drawing 7 , this 
process may carry out 21b stop of the 21a of the closure member 21 under a tacking meal and 
reduced pressure of 0.02-0. 05MPa under atmospheric air, and is easy this gentleman on 
equipment. 

[0032] Thus, the ink of the sealed ink tank 7 is re-deaerated while homogeneity is filled up with 
the atmospheric-air disconnection and re-reduced pressure after restoration at form 6a of a 
porosity member. 

[0033] Although the approach by joining or the binder etc. can be used for the closure approach, 
the joining is more desirable in order to prevent the leakage of ink. When using adhesives, it is 
necessary to satisfy the adhesive strength for preventing leakage, detachability, and the property 
of not being committed by ink. 

[0034] It is the member of non-permeability, and the closure members 21 and 22 make a subject 
polyethylene terephthalate resin or an aluminum laminate film, and are joining or a laminated 
film which consists of polystyrene resin, polyolefine system resin, etc. so that it may be easy to 
paste up. 

[0035] Next, in a reduced pressure packaging process, after putting the ink tank 7 and a spacer 
28 into a container 25 like drawing 8 and decompressing to 0.02-0,05MPa, the seal of the seal 
section 26 is carried out thoroughly, and a seal package is carried out. Atmospheric-air 
disconnection is carried out after that. 

[0036] Space 29 is between the ink tank 7 and a container 25. Even if ink decomposes during 
transport of the ink tank 7 and preservation and gas, such as nitrogen and oxygen, occurs, it is 
gradually deaerated through a case wall by this space 29. If the member to which air is 
penetrated like a corrugated fiberboard or urethane foam to a spacer 28, and space exists in the 
interior is used, even if a container 25 sticks, the space in a member will play the role of space 
29. Moreover, a role of shock absorbing material which protects the ink tank 7 is also played. 
Whenever [ reduced pressure / at the time of vacuum packaging ] is the almost same 0.02- 
0.05MPa as whenever [ reduced pressure ] at the time of closure of said closure member 21 . 
Pressure balancing in an ink tank and a hermetic container is maintained by this, and even if the 
bonding strength of joining or the closure members 21 and 22 which were pasted up is small on 
the ink tank 7, it does not separate. 

[0037] The hermetic container by which the reduced pressure seal package was carried out is 
shown in drawing 9 . A container 25 is the package bag made from the very high aluminum 
laminate film of gas barrier property. 

[0038] Furthermore, it is contained by the container 27 (un-illustrating) at a packing process. 
This condition was [ the seal section 26 of a container 25 ] of use in the container 27, and it 
serves as shock absorbing material. Therefore, it is not necessary to use a special buffer member. 
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[0039] Next, the relation between the degree of vacuum at the time of vacuum packaging and the 
nitrogen volume after the retention period in a vacuum-packaging condition is explained. What is 
necessary is just to be able to control nitrogen volume, since nitrogen volume is the largest 
although gases other than nitrogen also exist in atmospheric air. 

[0040] According to the experiment, by controlling whenever [ reduced pressure / at the time of 
a seal seal ] to be shown in a table 1, whenever [ deaeration / of the ink in the ink tank 7 
immediately after opening a package ] is controllable. 
[0041] 
[A table 1] 



[0042] The percentage of nitrogen volume which has melted into the ink to a saturation value 
had shown the nitrogen volume in a table, and, in the case of the ink used for this example, the 
saturation value was about 10-11 ppm. 

[0043] Next, based on experimental data, drawing 10 explains how whenever [ in the ink tank 
from the time of manufacture to a real activity / ink deaeration ] changes to the nitrogen volume 
in ink. The ink deaerated at the a event after ink restoration reaches a saturation state by being 
left in an ambient condition at the b event of about three days after. If the ink tank 7 is sealed by 
the closure member 21 of non-permeability under reduced pressure of 0.02-0.05MPa at the c 
event, it will deaerate, nitrogen and oxygen of the dissolution in ink will be further absorbed by 
the space 23 of the ink tank 7, and ink will become by whenever [ deaeration / at the d event ]. 
Since ink decomposes and gas, such as nitrogen in an ink component, occurs after that, whenever 
[ deaeration ] falls. Although the period of d event is based also on a circumference environment, 
it is about one day and increases 10 to 20% at the e event over one year from six months. If 
vacuum packaging is carried out at the e event, whenever [ ink deaeration / of the ink tank 7 ] 
will improve gradually through the case of the ink tank 7 etc. Space 29 can be made to also 
absorb enough the gas from the ink generated during a long period of time. The period of e event 
to f event is a retention period in a package condition, and assumed two years in the experiment. 
[0044] And nitrogen volume rises one by one from the event among [ after opening / f ] drawing. 
The nitrogen volume in ink will reach the abbreviation saturation state in [ g ] drawing after 
opening in about three days. However, according to the experiment, it turned out that the 
effectiveness by deaeration is expectable about two to four weeks after opening in [ f ] drawing 
(inside h of drawing). It will be in a perfect saturation state after that, and the effectiveness of 
deaeration of the ink for which it asks by this invention is lost. 

[0045] Although each event established sufficient period and was performed in this experiment, 
in order to carry out closure at the c event under reduced pressure within several hours after the 
ink restoration at the a event and to perform vacuum packaging at the e event to a pan within one 
day in a real production process, it is N2 like a graphic display. A value change is not seen, but 
vacuum packaging is carried out where whenever [ deaeration ] is maintained enough. 
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[0046] Here explains the effectiveness by deaeration of ink. In case the ink tank 7 is taken out 
and inserted to the hollow needle 5, the amount of the air mixed from the hollow needle 5 is very 
usually a minute amount. In the check by experiment, when the ink inflow aperture of the hollow 
needle 5 was a diameter of about 0.8mm, even if there were many amounts of the air to mix, they 
were below 0.4 cube mm extent for a meniscus. The air mixed once flows toward a recording 
head 3, and a trap is reached and carried out to filter 4a in the filter room 4 (un-illustrating). 
Since this air by which the trap was carried out has the very detailed eye granularity of filter 4a, 
filter 4a is not passed easily. When the diameter of filter 4a was [ the space width of face in 4mm 
and the filter room 4 ] about 0.3-0.5mm according to the experiment, even if the count of 
extraction and insertion of the ink tank 7 carried out 10 - ten numbers, this air did not pass filter 
4a by record actuation. In case deaeration ink can be clearly supplied to a recording head 3 
during the period to the inside g of drawing 10 if it is mixing of air of this level, and this takes 
out and inserts the ink tank 7 to the hollow needle 5, the air mixed from the hollow needle 5 
melts into ink, and does not pose a problem. However, when left removing the ink tank 7 from 
the hollow needle 5 in a real activity, it is fully possible. In this case, air mixes in a large 
quantity. The air mixed when air mixed in the large quantity will close filter 4a, and will bar 
passage of ink. A recording head 3 becomes the poor regurgitation as the result. In this case, 
although the suction pump 15 was operated and recovery action of the poor regurgitation was 
performed, the experiment also showed that a big difference was in recoverability by whenever [ 
deaeration / of ink ]. If it is ink by about two - four weeks after opening shown in [ h ] drawing 
10 , there will be no nonconformity in carrying out attraction clearance of the air in the filter 
room 4 with a suction pump 1 5 in any way. However, when it passed over this period, and it 
changed into the supersaturation condition further and filter 4a was passed with air, as for the air 
content in ink, it was checked full saturation and that apply to a recording head 3 from filter 4a, 
and minute air bubbles are generated. It will become the poor regurgitation when these minute 
air bubbles are in the pressure room of a recording head 3. 

[0047] To the air mixed at the time of exchange of the ink tank 7 as explained above, 
nonconformity which becomes poor [ the regurgitation ] according to the effectiveness of 
deaeration of ink can be abolished. Moreover, also in the recovery action performed when air 
collects so much in the filter room 4, recovery action can be ended good according to the 
effectiveness of deaeration of ink. If the air content in the filter room 4 is below fixed, in order 
that air may not pass filter 4a with ink, even if it is ink used as the saturation state after among [ 
g ] drawing 10 , there is no nonconformity in any way at the time of recovery action. 



DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 



[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] The main sectional view for explaining one example of the ink jet recording device 
of this invention. 

[Drawing 21 The decomposition perspective view of the body of the ink tank used for the ink jet 
recording device of this invention. 

[Drawing 3] The perspective view of the body of the ink jet recording device of this invention. 
[Drawing 4] The block diagram for explaining ink and a detector. 

[Drawing 5] The perspective view of the body of the ink jet recording device of this invention. 
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[Drawing 6] The flow chart explaining the production process of this invention. 
[Drawing 7] The perspective view explaining closure by the closure member of this invention. 
[Drawing 81 The sectional view for explaining the inside of a reduced pressure container. 
[Drawing 9] The perspective view for explaining the ink tank by which vacuum packaging was 
carried out. 

[Drawing 10] Drawing having shown nitrogen volume and the relation of time amount. 
[Description of Notations] 
3 .... Recording Head 

6 Ink ****** 
6a .... Form 

7 .... Ink Tank 

9 .... Free Passage Hole 
9a .... Air hole 

21 .... Closure member 

22 .... Closure member 

23 .... Space 

25 .... Container 

26 .... Seal section 
28 .... Spacer 

29 .... Space 
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